
Author 
Wendy Carr coordinates the French Teacher Education Program at the University 
of British Columbia. Her research interests include French as a second language 
pedagogy with a focus on Intensive French, perspectives of English as additional 
language learners, and teacher education.  
wendy.carr@ubc.ca 
 
Summary 
Wendy talks about her research on the inclusion of English as additional language 
learners within French as a second language programs – speaking first hand from 
her experience in British Columbia.  
 
Facts 
 

• When students learn a second or additional language, they often develop 
knowledge and insights about their first language.  

• For English as additional language (or EAL) learners who participate in FSL 
programs, the same positive effect on English proficiency has been observed. 

• Studies have been conducted on EAL learners in French Immersion and Core 
French settings, and, as of very recently, from Intensive French as well.   

• The study in BC involved EAL students starting intensive French along with an 
equal number of similarly-levelled EAL students in the regular English  
program.  A total of 86 students were tested in English at the start and end of 
each of three years. There was a statistically significant difference between 
the growth experienced by EAL students in intensive French and that of their 
peers in the regular English program.  In Oral Language, for example, the  
estimated mean grade level score of EAL students in the IF program in-
creased by 2.8 years compared to 1.8 years experienced by their peers in the 
regular English program. 
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• It is important to welcome all learners into our FSL programs, especially  
English as additional language learners.  A growing body of research supports 
their inclusion, and it is up to us as educators to spread the word! 
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Podcast Series 
 
The Bilingualism in a Plurilingual 
Canada podcast series is an  
initiative brought to you by the  
Official Languages and Bilingualism 
Institute (OLBI) of the University of 
Ottawa in partnership with the 
Canadian Association of Second 
Language Teachers (CASLT). 
 
These podcasts are based on 
research funded through the  
Official Languages Research and 
Dissemination Program jointly 
sponsored by the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council 
of Canada and the Department of 
Canadian Heritage.   
 
The goal of this initiative is to make 
current research in second  
language teaching and learning 
available to teachers and the  
general public.   

All podcasts from this series can be 
downloaded from the CASLT and 
OLBI Web sites.   
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