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Content of this Podcast  
 
Katy explores the topic of student diversity in the core 
French classroom. 
 
Facts  
 
� A 2006 research report by Lapkin, McFarlane & 

Vandergrift points out student diversity as one of the 
biggest concerns amongst French language teachers.  

 
Common misconceptions:  
o The strategies required to reach and teach all learners 

are not consistent with effective strategies for second 
language learning.  

o The needed strategies are beyond the scope of most core 
French teachers’ resources and pedagogy.   

 
Easy teaching strategies for responding to the needs of 
children with special needs: 
� Pre-teaching key vocabulary;  
� Using visuals and gestures to depict and/or reinforce 

content; 
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� Peer collaboration;  
� Activities that encourage students to draw on all their 

language skills; 
� Immediate feedback; and 
� Positive reinforcement.  
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