The Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers
L’Association canadienne des professeurs de langues secondes

Winter | Hiver 2013
Vol. 32, No. 1

4

Languages Without
Borders 2013
Conference: Detailed
Schedule

5

Horaire détaillé du
Congrès Langues sans
frontières 2013

7

La recherche sur le
CECR au Canada :
situation actuelle et
perspectives d’avenir

18

English Language
Learners Can Be
Advantaged when
Learning French as a
Second Official Language

20

The Canadian Museum of
Human Rights
Le Musée canadien des
droits de la personne

Accessibility for All to
French as a Second
Language Programs: Not
there yet, but the
situation is hopeful

16-17

Languages Without Borders 2013:
Preliminary program
Congrès Langues sans frontières 2013 :
Programme préliminaire

Contents • Sommaire
Winter 2013 — Hiver 2013
Volume 32, Number/numéro 1
The Canadian Association of Second
Language Teachers (CASLT)
L’Association canadienne des professeurs
de langues secondes (ACPLS)
300-950, avenue Gladstone Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 3E6
1-877-727-0994 • www.caslt.org

Features • Articles vedettes
7

La recherche sur le CECR au Canada : situation actuelle et
perspectives d’avenir
Compétences linguistiques en Europe : première enquête /
Languages Competencies in Europe: First survey

8
18

20 Accessibility for All to French as a Second Language Programs:
Not there yet, but the situation is hopeful

Publishing supervisor •
Responsable de la publication
Marc Delisle – marcdelisle@caslt.org

Board of Directors •
Conseil d’administration
Michael Salvatori, Caroline Turnbull, Janice Aubry,
Sharon Lapkin, Wendy Carr, Ronald Boudreau,
Jim Murphy

National Council • Conseil national
BC: Sandi Kostur – kostur_s@sd36.bc.ca
AB: Valerie Leclair – valerie.leclair@epsb.ca
SK: Roxanna Smycniuk – rsmycniuk@scs.sk.ca
MB: Krystyna Baranowski – kbaranow@shaw.ca
ON: Maureen Smith – smith@uwo.ca
QC: Stéphane Lacroix – stephane.lacroix@uqat.ca
NB: Léo-James Lévesque –
leo-james.levesque@gnb.ca
NS: Élaine Melanson – melansea@gov.ns.ca
PE: Monica Rafuse – merafuse@edu.pe.ca
NL: Glenn Cake – g.cake@nl.rogers.com
YT: Elizabeth Lemay – elizabeth.lemay@gov.yk.ca
NT: Raymonde Laberge –
raymonde_laberge@gov.nt.ca
NU: Martine St-Louis – mstlouis@gov.nu.ca
Legal Deposit Number • Numéro de dépôt légal
ISBN/ISSN D680889
Publication Mail Agreement No. 40846073

Copyright • Droit d’auteur
CASLT authorizes the subscribers of Réflexions to
reproduce articles on the condition that the
author’s name, the name of the journal, as well as
the volume and number are clearly identified on
each page of the copies. • L’ACPLS autorise les
abonnés de Réflexions à reproduire les articles à
condition que le nom de l’auteur et de la revue, ainsi
que le volume et le numéro soient clairement
identifiés sur chaque copie.

Disclaimer • Avis de non responsabilité
Opinions expressed by authors are their own
and not necessarily those of the Board of Directors
of CASLT. • Les articles publiés reflètent l’opinion
des auteurs et non forcément celle du conseil
d’administration de l’ACPLS.
Use of the masculine in this publication is generic
and applies to both men and women. • L’utilisation
du masculin dans cette publication pour désigner
des personnes renvoie aussi bien à des femmes
qu’à des hommes.

English Language Learners Can Be Advantaged when Learning
French as a Second Official Language

Departments • Rubriques
3

President’s Message • Message du président

CASLT News • Nouvelles de l’ACPLS
4
5

Languages Without Borders 2013 Conference Detailed Schedule
Congrès Langues sans frontières 2013 - horaire détaillé

The CASLT Community • La communauté de l’ACPLS
8
9
11

Centre européen pour les langues vivantes (CELV)
European Center for Modern Languages (ECML)
Partner Postings • Nouvelles des partenaires

Teacher’s Lounge • Le coin des professeurs
24
26
28
30
32

Ask an Expert • Demandez à un expert
Tech talk • Parlons technologie
Tips for teaching FSL • Conseils pour enseigner le FLS
Tips for teaching ESL • Conseils pour enseigner l’ALS
Upcoming Events • Événements à venir

Editor’s Note • Note de la rédaction
Our Languages Without Borders 2013 Conference’s is just around the corner and
this issue of Réflexions presents the conference detailed schedule and preliminary
program . . . I just can’t wait to be in Winnipeg in April.
There are a number of very interesting articles on various aspects of language
competencies, here in Canada and in Europe. You may want to read more on this
topic on page 8 (in French) and 9 (in English). I am always interested to read about
other countries and how they support second language teaching and learning.
If you want to know more about the findings of research undertaken on second
language learning in Canada, I suggest that you read Dr. Callie Mady’s article on the
benefits of learning French as a Second Official Language for English learners.
Good reading!
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President’s Message • Message du président
A pause in The Wrong Place, an
Intonation Misunderstood, and a
Whole Conversation Went Awry.

the standards of the profession with them, I asked them why they
chose teaching as a career. I broke the ice by asking a colleague,
Liz, also a teacher who was presenting with me, to share her
reason for choosing teaching. She answered by describing her
Michael Salvatori
very first French teacher, Mme Tames whose passion for teaching,
CASLT’s President
for French and for her students, her panache and her enthusiasm
Président de l’ACPLS
cemented Liz’ choice. Because of her example, Liz wanted to
become a French teacher and to strive to be as creative and
came across this sentence recently while re-reading E.M. motivating as her teacher.
Forrester’s A Passage to India and it reminded me that learning
a second or additional language is much more than mastering Stories like this one are many. How many of you have met former
vocabulary and grammar. It’s also about the nuances of students who are now teachers? How many of you have had the
communication that are found among the words we use, about thrill of hearing them tell you that you are one of the reasons they
understanding cultural differences and learning to respect them. chose to become a teacher? How many of you then blushed,
looked down or away and changed the topic?
As second and additional language teachers, we know well
the value of learning languages. We encourage students to While I was studying French at St. Michael’s College at the
continue learning additional languages, whether the language be University of Toronto, I had the great pleasure of studying with
Japanese, Spanish, French or any of the numerous languages Professor Collet, a passionate teacher whose elegance and
that are part of elementary and secondary programs across the charm overwhelmed every Wednesday afternoon from 1 to 3.
country, by citing the proven value of language learning.
I graduated many years ago and Professor Collet retired many
years ago. However, I have seen her in Toronto on several
For example, learning an additional language opens up new occasions but haven’t taken the time to stop and talk to her. I
vistas and opportunities through international travel, enhanced have decided that the next time I see her, I will tell her that she is
postsecondary learning and career opportunities. The learning one of the reasons that I became a language teacher. I hope that
of additional languages develops problem solving skills and she blushes, tries to look away and changes the subject...but I
improves the learner’s understanding of his/her first language.
won’t let her. §§§
Learning an additional language like French, for example,
provides access to culture by allowing the learner to read Hugo
in its original form, to listen to the love and longing expressed by
Edith Piaf in her songs or Gilles Vigneault’s patriotism in poetry
and song. Learning another language provides access to another
valuable resource that we seldom cite: inspiring, creative and
dedicated teachers.

I

Humility and good manners prevent us from waving our own flags
but I think we need to add to the list of benefits of second and
additional language learning the value of knowing and learning
from inspiring language teachers. Others will wave our flags for us
as I discovered recently in a presentation I was making to teacher
candidates enrolled in an Ontario faculty of education.
During the presentation I congratulated the teacher candidates
for choosing the teaching profession and in an effort to unpack
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