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President’s Message

Welcome to our latest 
issue of Réflexions! As 
President of CASLT, 

I look forward to working 
with our Board of Directors 
and staff as we advance our 
role in supporting second 
language education and 
serving the needs of our 
members throughout Canada.

CASLT had a very productive 
year in 2019, initiating many 
projects aimed at advancing 
our mission of excellence 
in teaching languages. I am 
delighted to update you 
on some of these ongoing 
projects and what we will be 
working on throughout 2020.

Research has always been 
a priority for CASLT so I am 
pleased to report that the 
Literature Review on Computer-
Assisted Language Learning is 
in production. Many thanks to 
Dr. Mary Grantham O’Brien of 
the Language Research Centre 
at the University of Calgary 
for taking on this important 
work on our behalf. To be 
launched this spring, this 
valuable resource will provide 
further understanding of the 
pedagogy and tools used to 
teach and learn languages 
through new technologies.

Another project currently in 
progress is the “Languages 
Build…” advocacy campaign 
to promote the benefits of 

learning a second or additional 
language. Based on CASLT’s 
Literature Review on the Impact 
of Second Language Learning, 
this campaign runs until the 
end of June. Elements of the 
Languages Build Advocacy 
Toolkit are gradually being 
posted on CASLT’s website. 
I invite you to join us in 
promoting the advantages of 
speaking multiple languages. 
I also invite you to participate 
in our video contest, which 
asks Canadians to express 
their pride in learning one 
or both of Canada’s official 
languages as a second or 
additional language.

On the professional 
development front, CASLT 
continues to offer in-person 
and online learning sessions 
addressing current and 
best practices in second 
language education. I am 
particularly impressed by the 
popularity of CASLT’s online 
professional learning series 
of live one-hour sessions. 
CASLT is determined to make 
professional development 
more accessible to our 
members so we are currently 
developing an on-demand 
online learning centre.

I am also exceptionally 
pleased about our progress 
preparing the 2020 edition 
of Celebrating Languages 
Without Borders, organized 

Gillian Blackmore,  
CASLT’s President / 
présidente de l’ACPLS

with the British Columbia 
Association of Teachers of 
Modern Languages. This 
year’s conference will once 
again offer a wide range of 
diverse and high-quality 
professional learning sessions. 
I hope to see you there!

◆ ◆ ◆
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VANCOUVER, C.-B. 
22-24 octobre 2020
HÔTEL HYATT REGENCY
SUR LE TERRITOIRE ANCESTRAL QUE SE PARTAGENT LES PREMIÈRES NATIONS 
MUSQUEAM, SQUAMISH ET TSLEIL-WAUTUTH

UNE CONFÉRENCE QUI ACCUEILLERA PLUS 
DE 100 ATELIERS AXÉS SUR LES LANGUES 
INCLUANT KATY ARNETT ET KALEB CHILD

Celebrating Languages Without Borders
Célébrons les langues sans frontières

www.caslt.org/lwb-2020-lsf
We gratefully acknowledge the financial 
support of this conference by the BCTF.
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